A Stroll along the Strand

Family. Makes Ladies' Headdresses, Gentlemen's Perruques,
Scalps, etc., of the finest natural curl. Hair distinguished from all
others for their lightness, durability, and exactness in fitting.
W. B. most scrupulously excludes all common hair from his
house, and being the greatest buyer of that of the first quality, he
can always ensure such a supply as cannot be had in any other
house. Brewster's Almond and Honey Soap, combining the emol-
lient and balsamic properties of the honey with the finest Almond
Oil soap. Sold in squares, at a shilling each. The only house in
London where Chardan Houbigant's Pate d'Amande au Miel can
be had as imported/ And, in a corner, next to Rowland's Kalydor,
Rowland's Essence of Tyre, for changing red and grey whiskers
to black or brown. We pass on, and come to the Maison de Deuil:
'Mourning Furnisher by appointment to the King, H.R.H. the
Duchess of Gloucester, H.R.H. the Duchess of Kent, H.R.H, the
Duchess of Cambridge, and the Grand Duchess of Mecklenburgh
Strelitz.' "Mr. Pugh', we read, 'takes pleasure in introducing to his
numerous patrons and the public his highly approved materials
for Family Mourning, the Royal Bombazin Cloth, and Ampho-
moion or Widow's silk, to be had only at his house. Widow's
Mourning in a hitherbefore unknown variety. Mourning cos-
tume, Pelisses, Paletots, Polish Mantles and Cloaks, in velvet,
satin, glace, gros royal, moire, and other silks, in every variety.'
And, close to this, the next window has a label, 'Mock Turtle al-
ways ready/

This prospect of the Strand, seen not in detail but in all its
length, is a wonderful and a characteristic vision. We would like
the enlargement of it upon the curtain or backcloth of a theatre.
So many dramas could be played in front of it; Dan Leno or Little
Tich equally with Shakespeare or Ben Jonson. For many reasons.
Because anything, so exactly dated, is true to all time, and for the
vast human history of this thoroughfare and parallel to old
Thames. It is East to West of London, and includes it all. But,
looked upon without regard to this, simply for its appearance to
the eyes, with no thought for its purpose or its meaning, the shops
and houses are in simile the bows or stern galleys of many ships
tied side by side; an endless collection of bow windows looking
upon the sea, ghosts, therefore, of seaside terraces and parades;
temples of Aesculapius, with magic waters of the alchemist in